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CH2MHILL Inc. January’s  
Featured Firm 

 

 
Our February  featured firm is 
CH2MHILL, Inc. Come join us 
at our regular place and time to 
hear more...   

Meetings & Future Events 
www.same.org 

 
MARCH 2004:  COL Thompson, 
USA—U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Los Angeles District 
 

APRIL 2004: BRAC—Mr. Cassidy 
 

MAY 2004: Scholarship/Awards 
 
JUNE 2004:  TBD 
 
JULY 2004: TBD 

“State of Southwest 
Division NAVFAC” 

CAPT Chris Schanze 
Commander, Southwest Division Naval Facilities 

Engineering Command  

Wednesday, February 11th 2004 
 

Where: Holiday Inn on the Bay, Harborview Room 
When: 11:30 a.m. Registration 
 12:00 p.m.  Lunch commences 
Cost: $ 22    Regular members 
       $ 10    Junior Officers, O-4 and below 
 $ 10    GS-12 and below 
 $ 27     Walk-ins 
RSVP: www.registerme.biz/SAME/same.htm   

or (619) 267-2236  
Cancellations must be called in prior to 3:00 p.m. February 10th 2004 
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President’s Message 
 

Greeting to the membership of 
S.A.M.E.'s San Diego Post. On 
behalf of our Board, I'd like to 
invite you to take a more active role 
in your local Post activities.  We've 
been working very hard to include 
current information about our 
members and their efforts on behalf 
of the nation and the San Diego 
community.  If you are a member 
and wish to be recognized for 
community involvement, send a 100 
word article and some pictures to 
our Programs Director, Pat Rios at 
jorge.rios@navy.mil or call him at 
(619) 532-1693. 
 
I'd like to thank Garry Bonnelli for 
his fine presentation last month.  He 
provided us some great information 

on San Diego Association of 
Government's (SANDAG) 2030 
Mobility Plan and the future of our 
local transportation infrastructure.  I 
think we all particularly enjoyed the 
active (and extended) question and 
answer period that followed.  Garry, 
thanks for speaking to us and bringing 
us up to speed on a program that is 
v i t a l  t o  o u r  c i t y ' s  f u t u r e 
development!  S.A.M.E.'s membership 
looks forward to actively participating 
in the future of "America's Finest 
City". 
  
Our February guest is our own Post's 
First Vice President, CAPT Chris 
Schanze, CEC, USN - Commander, 
Southwest Division Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command.  He'll be 
speaking to us on the future direction 
of the Navy's lead engineering/

construction  organization on the West 
Coast.  In my past discussions with 
Chris, he's let me know that there 
are many new happenings within 
Nava l  Fac i l i t i e s  Eng ineer ing 
Command that will shape the future of 
Southwest Division and impact the 
architect/engineer and contractor 
community that serves the Navy.  I am 
sure that  like me, you are all really 
looking forward to hearing what is 
coming up!    
 
Please  join us in welcoming CAPT 
Schanze at 1130 on February 11th, 
2004 at the Holiday Inn on the 
Bay.  Until our next meeting, please 
take care of yourselves.  Be safe and 
well! 
 
John Moossazadeh  
Post President 

  Reminder: Update your address with SAME National HQ !!!  Also, provide your e-mail to the Registrars. 
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Scholarship 2004       
Campaign! 

 

The San Diego Post is beginning a 
campaign to raise funds to enhance 
the Post’s Scholarship Trust, which 
was started in 2000 using the pro-
ceeds of sponsoring the National 
Conference.  In 2003, we awarded 
five $2,000 scholarships to worthy 
students and would like to increase 
this amount to account for climbing 
tuition costs.  To accomplish this, 
your help is sought!  Firms donat-
ing $5,000 will have a named 
scholarship for 3 years.  Please join 
us in this worthy endeavor to en-
courage applicants to the engineer-
ing and architecture fields.   

Small Business Outreach 
As part of the SAME Small Business 
(SB) Outreach effort, the San Diego 
Post will provide SB members a table  
display area during the monthly Post  
meetings.  SB SAME members will be 
encouraged to use the table to display 
their marketing information including 
relevant company brochures, flyers, 
and business cards.  The display will 
unite both small and large engineering 
businesses serving the military.  The 
purpose of the Small Business Out-
reach initiative is to "garner post level 
support for small business" and to 
"create a pipeline to ensure we are 
serving our small business members". 

Thank You Scholarship 
Benefactors! : 

    
Please join us in thanking our most 
recent  scholarship contributors for 
their generosity! 
 

          

 

Board of 
Directors 

Monthly Business Luncheon Monthly Business Luncheon 

Board of 
Directors 

ASMC Monthly Luncheon 



    Captain Chris Schanze assumed command of Southwest Division, Naval Facilities Engineering Command in 
San Diego, California in August 2002. Southwest Division is one of four engineering field divisions within the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command and is responsible for the planning, design, and acquisition of facilities and the ac-
quisition and disposal for real estate on the West Coast. The command also provides technical advice and support in 
the areas of environmental compliance, base closure and realignment, and the operation and maintenance of facilities.  

   Captain Schanze received his commission through the NROTC program in December 1977 upon graduation from 
the University of Florida with a bachelor's degree in civil engineering. In June 2000, he reported as Vice Commander, 
Pacific Division, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (PACDIV). Before coming to PACDIV, he served as the 
Public Works Officer, Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Maryland, with additional duty as the Staff Civil Engineer 
for the Naval Air Warfare Center, Aircraft Division. Captain Schanze's first assignment was in public works at the 
Naval Weapons Support Center in Crane, Indiana. In 1980, he was assigned as the Resident Officer in Charge of Con-
struction for Truk District, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, managing construction contracts in support of the 
Interior Department's Capital Improvement Program for the Trust Territories.  

   Following postgraduate school at the University of Florida, where he earned a master's degree in civil engineering, 
Captain Schanze reported to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 133 in 1983, serving as Company Com-
mander at Puerto Rico and Officer in Charge of Detail Adak, Alaska. While serving with NMCB 133, they won con-
secutive Atlantic Fleet Best of Type awards and Peltier Awards as the top SEABEE battalion in the Navy. In 1985, 
Captain Schanze reported to the Twentieth Naval Construction Regiment as Assistant Chief Staff Officer for Opera-
tions and as Project Support Department Head, where responsibilities included construction material and technical 
support for deployed SEABEE battalions in the Atlantic Fleet Theater of Operations. Captain Schanze received orders 
in 1987 to the Defense Language Institute at the Presidio of Monterey, California, where he graduated from the Span-
ish language curriculum with honors, before reporting to a follow-on assignment as the Deputy Officer in Charge of 
Construction/Resident Officer in Charge of Construction, Rota, Spain. In 1990 he reported to the Director, Shore Ac-
tivities Division (OP-44), Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics), as an Action Officer for Family Housing, 
Energy and Facilities R&D programs. During this tour, he was assigned additional duty as an assistant to the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Force Support and Families. He next reported as the Assistant for Civil Engineer-
ing Matters to the Director of the Office of Budget and Reports, Office of the Navy Comptroller, and Military Con-
struction Appropriations Congressional Liaison and Financial Management Officer, in June 1993. In May 1995 he 
reported for duty as the Director of the Special Programs Office, White House Military Office, providing facilities 
engineering, contracting and logistics support to Presidential support activities, including Camp David.  

   Decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit (two awards), Meritorious Service Medal 
(two awards), Navy Commendation Medal (two awards), and the Navy Achievement Medal. He has been awarded the 
Presidential Service Badge, is a SEABEE Combat Warfare Specialist and is a registered Professional Engineer. He is 
a member of Tau Beta Pi, the American Society of Civil Engineers and the Society of American Military Engineers. 




























